BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
WESTERN ZONE BENCH PUNE

Original Application No. 92 of 2024 (W2)

News item titled "Mumbai lost over 21000 trees in 6 years
to make way for Metro road projects” appearing in the
Indian Express dated 26.03.2024

REPLY AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE RESPONDENT NO.4 i.e
BMC

1. I, Jitendra Vitthalsing Pardeshi, Age: Adul, Occupation:Service
as Superintendent of Gardens and tree officer of Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation, having office at 2nd Floor, Superintendent
Of Gardens Office, Penguine Building, Veermata Jijabai Bhosale
Udyaan, Byculla (East), Mumbai 400027; do hereby state on
solemn affirmation as under-

2. I say that, I have perused the copy of the application and
compilation filed by the applicant and I have also perused the
office records. I have made myself conversant with the facts of
the case and am able to depose on behaif of the Respondent No.
4. I am filing this affidavit in reply thereto. That the Hon’ble
Tribunal, vide order dated 16/04/2024, had directed the
Respondent to submit data refating to the number of tree felling
permissions granted and the compensatory plantation carried
out in its jurisdiction for the relevant period.

3. That in compliance with the said directions, the Respondent has
compiled the following data regarding tree felling permissions
granted Annexed herewith as Annexure R-1 is 3 tabulated report
of the above data.

/&E;\\ 4. That Tree Authority has imposed conditions to the applicants
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greenery and to compensate the loss of green cover the Tree
Authority(BMC) has also carried out tree plantation. The data is
Annexed herewith as Annexure R-2.

5. The recent achievements of the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) related to Plantation and revival of Trees
have been widely recognized, with leading newspapers
highlighting their commendable work. The coverage praised the
dedication and efficiency demonstrated by the BMC team in
implementing various initiatives for the betterment of the city.
With special mention of recognition by United Nations Food And
Agriculture Organisation And Arbor Day Foundation Hereto
Annexed some of the News Article as Annexure R-3 (Colly.)

o

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the
Respondent has complied with the directions of the Hon'ble
Tribunal and placed the requisite data on record. The
Respondent Submits that the present Respondent will abide by
any directions of this Hon’ble Tribunal.

7. I say that, there is no cause of action against this Respondent.
In these circumstances, it is respectfully submitted that no
action please be taken against this Respondent and Application
may please be dismissed against the Respondent.

8~

17/06/2025 Respondent No. 4

Mumbai
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VERIFICATION

I, Jitendra Vitthalsing Pardeshi, Aduit, Occupation Service as
Superintendent of Gardens and tree officer of Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation, having office at 2nd Floor, Superintendent Of Gardens
Office, Penguine Building, Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Udyaan, Byculla
(East), Mumbai 400027; do hereby state on solemn affirmation that
what is stated in above paras are true and correct to my own
knowledge and belief,

Solemnly Affirmed at Mumbai)
| This 17th day of June 2025 )_
Deponent
Respondent No.4

Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation

%/ BEFORE ME

A?v‘ocate for Respondent =2 ——AA 1/’]

A dv  kunal yeg\()

G. H. SHUKLA
NOTARY GREATER MUMBAT
Jagdamba Bhavan, Ground Fioor

- npatrao Kadam Marg, Lower Parel
g T‘,}Q\"‘:\' MUMBAI - 400 03
—

Sy 1TIUNS
/ wume G B SIKE Y 0 _
ea GG "';,s-__xh NOTED & REGlSTERE/
\ Reg-;t?ﬂ\ax.?.‘l?-vff/f} 5 Nogf)]é Fage @0,‘_;,{ ,,,,,,,,,
2\, 7..JUN 7075




19210 991] R SUSPLED Jo Jpdng

5

rmeswnt -~ R-1"

\l

Y

A 0L0Lz  £69EL  LiE€L 1689 9Z¥9 Lye . ImoL
88¢/1 S0C6 £808 080% £c0v 1S | Odl3nw
_wNNm _wwvvi ﬁmmm L€8¢C B £ove 061 Savod
ganonId | ~ N3AID
Tmmmh NIV.L3 38 01 Q3LNVIdSNVYL SNOISSINYAd  STivi3d
TvYiOL | 380L  S3IMLTIVIOL | g ol . 1nd3gol 40°ON  1oaroud |
- 0L0ZZ | €69¢L | L1egl . 1689 | 9Z¥9 . LyZ
el v | el . 6.1 el | b eTET
P9 | v | 202 . 69 1 el | 5z  savoy
| 166¢ 182  alzl . se8 e 0L odaw | 9 9
ese | e |z . ez €0z | se | savod + ‘
GE0E | /8¥l A  8¥GL 666 6vS vl odlaw S S
vESL | ¥98 | 0L _' 2 8Lb % | savod | | |
60LC | 2OEl £08 05 €0E L e TE b
ovlz | ogek | oig | 86F L e ] W | savod
- zses | elez | egop | eyt | lsse ¢k odlaw e ¢
v | ey | wos e e o savos | |
o | 0 0 0 0 0 OFE ¢ 4
608l | L€ - LevL | b8 R Bl | savod |
8L | T | 901 | 2 59 ‘ oL odlaAw | L | 1
8z | 9o¥9 | ze9 . s 18 6l | savoy |
Q3aAOWIY 4
SIFUL | NIVIIY 38 0l Q3LNVIdSNVHL . N3AID
IviOl | 3901 | S3FYLIVIOL | agoL | 1N2380L  gNoIsSIWyAd  STIVL3q | m
~@aNSs| SNOISSINYAC 40 STIv.Laa - . d0°ON  103royd | 3INOZ | ‘ON'HS
sjosfoid peoy B osal 40} (520Z-6102) SIBOA g ISB| Ul Panss] SUOISSIWIa JO AJBWIWINS pajielaq |



Annx- g-T8

270

“.3 i lnw,hv\ S
-~ ..ln”... ™ J.mﬂv.;
i \‘..a...w%mm.w fa_'\ww/
{ / ’ A\W\.Vn.\.@.\nw M\W\ Pru\,,.
I 5557 w.m. |
182140 9811 B ®9 Jo 'Ipdng ,r,..n,.., 9 6%% \\.w. .
N AN mw 2 .0 \
/.Ox.\ - !'\v\
Ty b .
auoQ Swe
velvoe uonejueld JeYO|
paInquisip
6¥vvel sbujjdes jo "oN
vCLP99 (4415 ccleel 14ad4" av10L
100 1424" 0€99 60.61| G¢-+20¢
clees 8/68S yeCE] 1L1LE2 v¢-€20¢
6819/ G/669 ¥leo £CllL £c-¢20c
£e059¢ 0l05¢¢c €200y [ANA2% ¢c-Le0c
561002 Gc0E9l 0LL.E evell L¢-020¢
LS¥0E 0 LSP0E GOL8L 0Z-61L0¢
uonejueld jejo) POWaN ijemelip POUYIOA [eUO PRI | pajnquisip
auoq uonejue[g sBuijdes jo ‘oN Iea)

§¢"¥20Z Ol 0Z-610Z IWO¥4 DG Ag INOA NOILVINV1d 40 AHSVIWANS




3

20bL8ENE

SUOIIEY PRUQ) 3Ly jo o
uoneziuebsg amynuby pue paoy g ccmﬂgﬂ.—:g uﬁﬂﬁm hch—a@

SUOIEN pallun ay) o uoneziuebig aimynayby pue poog
WawMedaQ ANS2I04 '[BIAUAY-I0DRNI0 JURISISSY 1BNSHN 0j0IH uoiepuNo4 ABQ 1004V 'BANNOEX] JaIY7] 'BquueT ueg
y

hﬁ\\ E -

ALID dd4.1. T20¢

V SV

requINA
SAZINDOOHY

MAdTHOM =2HL 40




oF THE WORLD

Mumbai
2022 TREE CITY

Vo

Hiroto Mitsugi, Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department

s/

Dan Lambe, Chief Executive, Arbor Day Foundation

Faod and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

o

food and Agriculture Org,
of the Unitad Natigns

@ oo an| riculture Orgamizati
=

@ Arbor Day Foundation

99387402
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I ’I Gmail DNYANDEV MUNDHE <dnyandevmundhe@gmail.com>

Fwd: Congratulations on Your Tree Cities of the World 2024 Recognition

J V PARDESHI <jeetendra.pardeshi12@gmail.com> Mon, 10 Mar at 616 PM
To: DNYANDEY MUNDHE <dnyandevmundhe@gmail.com>

—————————— Forwarded message --------~

From: Tree Cities of the World <treecitiesoftheworld@arborday.org>

Date: Thu, 6 Mar, 2025, 15:30

Subject: Congratuiations on Your Tree Cities of the World 2024 Recognition
To: <jeetendra.pardeshi12@gmail.com>

Your city’s commitment to urban forestry is making a global impact. View online

Dear Jeetendra,

We would like to congratulate Mumbai for once again being
recognised as a Tree City of the World. On behalf of the Arbor
Day Foundation and the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, thank you for your continued commitment
to creating a healthy city for all of your neighbours by investing
in planting and maintaining trees.

Mumbai is part of an impressive global network, with a total of
210 cities from 24 countries, including 41 cities earning this
status for the very first time.



What does recognition mean?

%6

e~

Access to Tree Cities of the World Forum where you can
connect with all 210 Tree Cities

Benefit from a framework for action provided by the five
core Tree Cities of the World standards

A coordinated announcement from Arbor Day Foundation

and UNFAQO —_—
RN\
S\
Available press release template that you can use amee.H.Shukzg\;‘
Dal
share throughout your communications channels uTﬁaaﬂ b
znz;ﬁ/f,
Use of downloadable marketing materials and graph v/

found in the resource center to help share and LA
celebrate your status in print and online. The Arbor Day
Foundation and FAO will be celebrating your recognition
throughout the year



ONLINE TOOLKIT

Again, congratulations on your continued commitment to
planting trees and supporting the people of Mumbai. Thank
you for doing your part in growing a better tomorrow for all.

Sincerely,

Tree Cities of the World Team

In Collaboration with National Programme Leaders:

boa. QF
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2.19 Forest Cover in Major Mega Cities

Ca5D

Census 2071 detines very large Urban Agglomerations (LA} with a papulation of more than 1D
mHlion persans in the country as Mepa City Currently, India has five majar megacities nammy
Greater Munii, Delhi, Kolkata, Beugalure ard Chenna Shimedatiad snd Hyderabad are two olher

mdjor rapldly growing cltes,

I the current assessment, extent of Foresi Cover of Seven Majar Cities has been carved aul, The

Lotal Farest Cover in the severt majir clties is 500 22 5Q ki which is 16.29% nf

tatal peographucal

atea (a5 per shapefile) of the cities 1L s seun that Dol hes thie largest Forest Cover (194 24 5q

wm) followed by Mumbai (110.77 sq km) and Bengalury (89,042 sq km)

Table 2,15 Farest Caver in i yar Mega Cities (ISFR 2021) (in 59 kmi
Nam State [ Area as ps I5FR 2021
i digitized ] MOF or Total % of tnig Serut
‘ Boundary* } Forest | Forest Cover
| ) Cover wit areg
of digitized
l‘ | baundary |
Ahmedabad Bujarat f 155 32 000 158 | 782 | g 207 | ua8s
Bengalery Karnataka ‘ 1,3D7.35 DO 1265 | 78 3k BY.02 6Bl 87
Chennai Tamil Nadu i h30 907 0.00 266 ‘ 15 Oy 22,20 J 528 17
nelh beltn | 1564069 6 7L 5634 | 13115 19424 12,6 065
Hyderabad Telangana | 634,39 D 0 1768 | 6413 B1.81 1290 | 2996
Kolksta West Bengal | 186 55 0.00 0w | er 177 095 | 000
Mumbai Maharashtea J H 35,01 D.O4¢ 5113 : 59.65 10.27 2541 l 6.00
Total : 4,990.01 674 W26 35582 50872 | 1021 | 5190

* Shapeflie of digdied boundarios o3 providesd by MAC il i 2070

Decadal change in Farest Caver between [SER 2617 and ISFR 2021 has also been analysed and
details are presented in Table 2 16 glven below There is an increase of GA 50 km of Farest (pver in
the last ten years Maxlmum gain In Forest Cover |s sean in Hyderatiad (88 66 sq kin) Tollowed Ly
Oethy (19.97 sq ken) while Ahmedabad and Bengalury have lost Forest Cover of 855 5¢ km and 4,98

5q km respectively.
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JSW THE TIMES OF INDIA
AWARDS

AWARD! f H MaAll AMGE M1 3

70 WINNERS OVER THE LAST 9 EDITIONS

< COMMENDATION -
BRIHANMUMBAI MUNICIPAL CORPORATIO

NABLE o
CENTERED CLIMAT HAI

10th Earth Care Awards commaend “Carden Department of Brbanmumt Au 5]
i (BMC ) for their Greening initiatives The project is a classic rxample of how the Car
| Departeent’s efforts of creating dense green cover heve resulted in creating blodive ) rvation
I haotspots for a city that is choking cue to anthropogentc prossures Using Miyawaki techinique ki
{ trees have baan planted bringing 1 lakh square mater of area in Mumba city has bsen made gres
which will help inincreasing catchmant srea percolation & drainage capad af {and ta cambat
flacding issues, protecting & preserving rare trae species thereby managing biodiversity

The project contributes to the UN Sustainable Development Goal
13 i ™

2] k=

= Prams, 1ot :
%ﬁ Sracln ' l/ [ﬂ""\-

Mrs. Sanglta Jindal Mr. Vineet Jain
hairpaison, JSW Foundation MD, The Times Group
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